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32 surgeries in 1998... 185 in 2003... 
1,339 in 2007... Everyone knows that 
such exponential growth is not sustain-
able - everyone, that is, besides God - 

who often tends to surprise us with His 
unconventional plans!  

You guessed it - I'm talking 
about BethanyKids and our 
"crazy" growth that seems to con-
tinue year after year. With mini-
mally scheduled surgery or 
planned growth possible, we 
never know what the next year 
will bring, or how the funds 
needed for the surgeries will 
come... And yet, year after year, 
God comes through faithfully, 
and we can praise Him that not 
one needy child has ever been so 
far turned away from Bethany-
Kids because of absent funds. 

Our growth is not only in surge-
ries - it needs place. The past 5 
years have seen several cycles of 
growth, overflow, and expansion: 
from 7 beds (for non-orthopedic 
cases) until 2003 to 32, then 45, 56, 
and most recently 68. And a fresh 
agreement with Kijabe Hospital will 
see, God-willing, a brand-new 80-bed 
pediatric wing being built, including a 

pediatric ICU and 3 operating rooms. 
This will not only allow us to treat 
more children, but will also free bed 
space for the increasing number of 

adult patients at Kijabe. 

But our newest vision for Betha-
nyKids goes well beyond Kijabe, 
expanding "horizontally" across the 
continent rather than only "vertical-
ly" in Kenya. This vision, recently 
approved by our board, includes 
training African pediatric surgeons, 
then assisting them to return to 
their home countries to establish 
BethanyKids units there. Consider-
ing that Kenya in fact has one of 

the better health care systems in Africa 
and that crossing African borders is 

very difficult for our patients, this di-
rection makes much sense... And since 
last year's inauguration of our pediatric 
surgery training program, we now have 
all the ingredients for it - a strong train-

ing facility offering excellent clinical 
exposure, great visiting surgeon teach-
ers, and several promising young Afri-
can surgeons keen to train in caring for 
children. 

Well - not quite all the ingredients. Our 
limiting factor is, as you may have 
guessed, funds. Our budget, which has 
been growing each year and has now 
reached almost $1 million, is a conti-
nuous step of faith and miracle of pro-
vision. But that doesn't yet include any-
thing for the new "satellite" sites.  

So, if you can and you feel led to, 
please send a gift to BethanyKids. 
Both our Canadian and US offices now 
provide charitable receipts, and online 
giving is possible on the US site (all 
links below). And may God bless you, 
"the cheerful giver" (2Cor 9:7)! And 
also please support this need in prayer, 
for "the prayer of a person living right 
with God is something powerful to be 
reckoned with." (James 5:17 MSG) 

PRAISE REPORTS 

·  Dan's accident: after almost 18 
months of uncertainty, the  acci-
dent case was dismissed without a 
trial. What a relief! Heartfelt 
thanks for all your prayers. 

·  Pediatric surgical conference: 
 Dan had the opportunity to travel 
with his surgical fellow Heuric to 
Accra, Ghana at the Pan-African 
Pediatric Surgery Association con-
ference. Besides coordinating the 
program and presenting several  
papers, they were able to share 
with children’s surgeons from 
many African and European coun-



tries, and represent proudly Betha-
nyKids.  

Family news:  
·  Daniel and Chris: We praise God 

that the boys have finished school 
well this year and both had a 
chance to do some work in Cana-
da. Chris worked for a few weeks 
in a computer store while Daniel 
volunteered in a day camp. 

·  Dita: has been very busy with her 
job as a Nursing Clinical Instruc-
tor at Kijabe Hospital. She has re-
cently trained an Infection Control 
Nurse, a newly developed posi-
tion. During our short visit in 
Canada, Dita has been able to vis-
it her mother and brother and 
spend some good family time with 
them. 

·  Please pray for Dita's mom as her 
heath is slowly declining, she is 
weaker and she lives alone. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

·  Relief work: how remote the 
chaos and violence of the begin-
ning of the year in Kenya seems 
now! And, 6 months later, I wish I 
could tell you that all is now well 
and that all internally displaced 
people (IDPs) have returned to 
their homes. Most indeed have - 
yet some still find it too risky to re-
turn and have remained in the 
camps. We are particularly bur-
dened by the over 300 people left 

in the Limuru 
camp we have 
been regularly 
helping, now 
with basically 
no support for 
livelihood. Your 

prayers, and any 
gifts to assist these 
needy people, are 
greatly appre-

ciated! 

 
 
·  New BethanyKids fellow: one of 

the Kijabe surgeons is very inter-
ested in pediatric surgery, but can-
not enter our training program un-
less we find another adult surgeon 
willing to serve in his place in Ki-
jabe. Please pray that God will 
provide that person! 

 
This month we're celebrating 5 years of 
ministry in Kenya - five good, mea-
ningful, unforgettable years. God is 
good and faithful! How much longer 
will we be here? We don't know, but 
God is loving and wise - and He 
knows! Thank you for standing with us 

in this mission, through 
your prayers, through 
your giving and through 
your encouragement. 
May God bless you. 
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Psalm 126:3 – “The Lord has done 

great things and we are filled with joy” 

�
If you would like to get more information 

or contribute to our ministies please contact: 
Africa Inland Mission Int’l Canada �

1641 Victoria Park Avenue�

Scarborough, ON M1R 1P8�

Tel. (416) 751-6077�

General.can@aimint.net  

www.aimcanada.org 

or�

AIM Int’l USA �

PO Box 178�

Pearl River, NY  10965�

United States of America�

Tel. (800) 254-0010�

www.aim-us.org �
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